214                                  THEISM

of a Being of infinite power combined with infinite
wisdom and goodness, are no reason whatever against
its having come from a Being such as the course of
nature points to, whose wisdom is possibly, his power
certainly, limited, and whose goodness, though real,
is not likely to have been the only motive which
actuated him in the work of Creation. The argument
of Butler's Analogy, is, from its own point of view,,
conclusive : the Christian religion is open to no objec-
tions, either moral or intellectual, which do not apply
at least equally to the common theory of Deism; the
morality of the Grospels is far higher and better than
that which shows itself in the order of Nature; and
what is morally objectionable in the Christian theory
of the world, is objectionable only when taken in con-
junction with the doctrine of an omnipotent God:
. and (at least as understood by the most enlightened
Christians) by no means imports any moral obliquity
in a Being whose power is supposed to be restricted
by real, though unknown obstacles, which, prevented
him from fully carrying out his design. The grave
error of Butler was that he shrank from admitting
the hypothesis of limited powers; and his appeal con-
sequently amounts to this: The belief of Chris-
tians is neither more absurd nor more immoral than
the belief of Deists who acknowledge an Omnipotent
Creator, let us, therefore, in spite of the absurdity and
immorality, believe both. He ought to have said, let